
Time

This booklet contains suggestions about activities for greater depth. The activities are directly 

linked to the content of specific lessons, making them a relevant, logical way to develop 

children’s understanding.

The overwhelming majority of greater depth tasks appear on the independent task worksheet 

under the heading ‘Challenge’. Where possible, other activities have been written so that they 

do not require the teacher to make another worksheet/sticker that needs to printed and stuck 

in. The teacher’s notes on the independent task slide also contains the suggestions for greater 

depth.

The activities here are suggested activities that will likely work well for many of the children 

who complete the independent task successfully. Clearly the class teacher will have specific 

knowledge of the needs of the children within the class and may determine different challenges 

are appropriate.



YEAR 2 ● TIME

Suggestions for greater depth

Lesson Focus Suggestions for greater depth

1 O’clock and 

half past 

(revision)

The greater depth task is located  

at the bottom of the independent 

task (see right).

Mark the times from question [3] on 

the timeline.

2 Quarter past The greater depth task is located  

at the bottom of the independent 

task (see right).

Mark the following times on the 

timeline.

[a] half past 3

[b] quarter past 4

[c] 6 o’clock

[d] quarter past 7



YEAR 2 ● TIME

Suggestions for greater depth

Lesson Focus Suggestions for greater depth

3 Quarter past

and quarter 

to

The greater depth task is located  

at the bottom of the independent 

task (see right).

What times are the clocks showing? 

(On clocks with no numbers to 

indicate the hours.)

4 Different 

ways of 

saying the 

time: 

quarter past 

3 = 3:15 

The greater depth task is located  

at the bottom of the independent 

task (see right).

Children need to draw lines to 

match times. (No pictorial

representation.)



YEAR 2 ● TIME

Suggestions for greater depth

Lesson Focus Suggestions for greater depth

5 5 minutes 

past and 

different 

ways of 

saying times 

The greater depth task is located  

at the bottom of the independent 

task (see right).

Lucas says that he is playing 

basketball at 5:65 this afternoon.

Explain why Lucas cannot be 

correct.

What do you think he meant to say?

6 Minutes, 

hours and 

days

The greater depth task is located  

at the bottom of the independent 

task (see right).

Children first need to sequence the 

times shown – ideally using the 

problem solving strategy of making 

everything the same. 

(ie Convert each time to a common 

unit: hours or minutes.)

After they have done this, add in 

two times of their own: the first in 

minutes and the second in hours.



YEAR 2 ● TIME

Suggestions for greater depth

Lesson Focus Suggestions for greater depth

7 Finding 

durations of 

events

The greater depth task is located  

at the bottom of the independent 

task (see right).

For question [2] the task is to 

write the durations using hours 

and minutes.

Can they write the times using 

hours? Eg 1 h 15 min = 1 ¼ h



YEAR 3 ● TIME

Suggestions for greater depth

Lesson Focus Suggestions for greater depth

1 Time to the 

nearest 5 

minutes

The greater depth task is located  

at the bottom of the independent 

task (see right).

Write the times shown.

(On clocks with no numbers to 

indicate the hours.)

2 Time to the 

nearest 1 

minute

The greater depth task is located  

at the bottom of the independent 

task (see right).

The sequence below is incorrect. 

Explain the mistake. 

Can you correct the sequence?



YEAR 3 ● TIME

Suggestions for greater depth

Lesson Focus Suggestions for greater depth

3 Different 

ways of 

expressing 

time

The greater depth task is located  

at the bottom of the independent 

task (see right).

Write the times shown in three 

different ways. (On clocks with no 

markings.)

4 24-hour 

clock times

The greater depth task is located  

at the bottom of the independent 

task (see right).

Decide whether 24-hour clock times 

are possible or not possible. 

Variation

Top row: minutes always correct

Bottom row: hours always correct



YEAR 3 ● TIME

Suggestions for greater depth

Lesson Focus Suggestions for greater depth

5 The number 

of seconds in  

a minute

The greater depth task is located  

at the bottom of the independent 

task (see right).

Children first need to sequence the 

times shown – ideally using the 

problem solving strategy of making 

everything the same. 

(ie Convert each time to a common 

unit: hours or minutes.)

After they have done this, add in 

two times of their own: the first in 

seconds and the second in minutes.

6 The number 

of days in 

each month, 

year and 

leap year

The greater depth task is located  

at the bottom of the independent 

task (see right).

Complete table. (Rows 2 and 3 

involve working backwards.)



YEAR 3 ● TIME

Suggestions for greater depth

Lesson Focus Suggestions for greater depth

7 Finding and 

comparing 

durations of 

events

The independent task is on the 

slide (see right) - not on a 

worksheet.

Children find different ways to 

combine minutes and hours and 

minutes to make 2 hours.

Encourage multiple possibilities.

For greater depth, ask children to 

use the fractions half, quarter, 

three-quarters, one-third and two-

thirds to make 2 hours. As with the 

initial task, encourage children to 

find different ways of doing this.

NB

Remember that children have not 

yet encountered fractions other 

than those listed so do not 

introduce fifths, sixths etc.



YEAR 4 ● TIME

Suggestions for greater depth

Lesson Focus Suggestions for greater depth

1 24-hour 

clock times

The greater depth task is located  

at the bottom of the independent 

task (see right).

Write the times shown in three 

different ways. 

Start with the 24-hour clock.

2 Convert 

between 

minutes and 

seconds

The greater depth task is located  

at the bottom of the independent 

task (see right).

Tom finished a race ahead of Kim 

and Dom.

Kim took twenty seconds longer 

than Tom.

Dom took ten seconds longer than 

Kim and took 1 ¼ minutes overall.

How many seconds did Tom take to 

run the race?

(Children need to work backwards: 

the start is unknown.)



YEAR 4 ● TIME

Suggestions for greater depth

Lesson Focus Suggestions for greater depth

3 Convert 

between 

hours and 

minutes

The greater depth task is located  

at the bottom of the independent 

task (see right).

Children to find missing times. 

Make sure they understand the time 

in minutes are partitioned into 

multiples of 60 mins and what’s 

left. Eg 100 mins is partitioned into 

60 m and then the 40 m that is left.

For question [d] they need to look 

for the pattern generated by [a] –

[c].

4 Years, 

months, 

weeks and 

days

The greater depth task is located  

at the bottom of the independent 

task (see right).

In 2017, Jackson’s birthday was on 

27/07/17.

What day of the week was his 

birthday on?



YEAR 5 ● TIME

Suggestions for greater depth

Lesson Focus Suggestions for greater depth

1 Solving 

problems 

about time 

[a]

The greater depth task is located  

at the bottom of the independent 

task (see right).

Draw hands on the second clock 

face to show the time that is 1 ½ 

hours later than the time on the 

first clock face. (Clock face has no 

numerals or divisions.)

2 Converting 

between 

units of time

The greater depth task is located  

at the bottom of the independent 

task (see right).

Find missing units for equivalent 

times.



YEAR 5 ● TIME

Suggestions for greater depth

Lesson Focus Suggestions for greater depth

3 Reading 

timetables

The greater depth task is located  

at the bottom of the independent 

task (see right).

A train arrives in Paris at 4 

minutes to 6 in the evening.

What time did the train depart 

London?

4 Solving 

problems 

about time 

[b]

The greater depth task is located  

at the bottom of the independent 

task (see right).

Draw hands on the first clock face 

to show the time that is 1 ¾ hours 

earlier than the time on the second.



YEAR 6 ● TIME

Suggestions for greater depth

Lesson Focus Suggestions for greater depth

1 Solving 

problems 

about time 

[a]

The greater depth task is located  

at the bottom of the independent 

task (see right).

Draw hands on the second clock 

face to show the time that is 1 ½ 

hours later than the time on the 

first clock face. (Clock face has no 

numerals or divisions.)

2 Converting 

between 

units of time

The greater depth task is located  

at the bottom of the second 

independent task (see right).

Find missing units for equivalent 

times.



YEAR 6 ● TIME

Suggestions for greater depth

Lesson Focus Suggestions for greater depth

3 Solving 

problems 

about time 

[b]

The greater depth task is located  

at the bottom of the independent 

task (see right).

The greater depth task is a different 

type of problem from those 

encountered in the main lesson. The 

problems encountered in the main 

lesson present key information at 

the start and require children to 

work forwards.

The challenge problem requires 

children to work backwards.

In a race, Rachael took half the 

time that Liam did.

Liam took 10 seconds more than 

Ahmed.

Ahmed took 1 minute and 10 

seconds.

Find the times for Rachael and 

Liam.

4 Solving 

problems 

about time 

[c]

The greater depth task is located  

at the bottom of the second 

independent task (see right).

Draw arrows to indicate when some 

dogs were first evacuated to the 

countryside on a range of time 

lines.


